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Newsletter 4th October 2024 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Harvest 2024 

Standing in Solidarity with our Neighbour 

Catholic Social Teaching teaches us that we stand in solidarity with our 

neighbour. This means we walk the walk with our neighbours through 

our compassion and empathy.   We may not experience the same 

hardship or challenges as our local and global neighbours but we do 

recognise that we stand up for others to ensure they can have the life 

chances we have. 

This term, we are standing in solidarity with our local neighbours, especially Bucklands Soup Kitchen, who 

provide a hot meal for local people every Wednesday.  Our Mini-Vinnies will be launching our Harvest 

Appeal next week, asking children to donate either tinned or packaged foods or money (via Scopay—

Charity Donations) for our Harvest Collection which will run until Thursday 

24th October where we will celebrate with Mass at 2pm and hand over our 

donations to the Buckland Soup Kitchen.  Parents are welcome to join us for 

Mass in the church.  This year we are specifically asking that children donate 

through their own efforts. E.g. Complete a few chores and earn a packet of 

biscuits or tea bags.  Give up sweets, crisps or biscuits for a day/week and 

donate any money saved to our Harvest appeal.  By doing something,  

children will show they are standing in solidarity with our local neighbours. 

 

Miss Clark 



Drop off and Collection 

Gates open from 8.35-8.45am and 3.15-.3.25pm 

Please can I remind parents that children in Years R-4 and those in Year 5 and 6 must be brought to and 

collected from school by an adult.  Children in Years 5 and 6 with permission from a parent can walk to 

and from home and school without an adult. However, they cannot bring younger brothers and sisters 

to school.  Parents do need to wait with their child until the gate is open; we’ve spotted a  number of 

children in years R-4 who are being left without adult supervision. 

Due to the number of children who are being collected late (i.e after 3.25pm) we will be establishing a 

late policy, including fines for parents whose children are collected later from school on more than 3 

occasions in the year.   

Year R Welcome Liturgy 

We are inviting you to join your child /children to our welcome liturgy on Wednesday 23rd October at 

2:30pm in the church. It would be a great opportunity for staff, children and parents of our new children 

to gather together to celebrate the word of God. 

Hair  

Please can we remind parents of our expectations for hair and hair styles in school.  It is really important 

that hair, longer than shoulder length is tied back, especially if fringes are covering eyes.   

Children may wear small ribbons or bands but large bows, coloured beads and hair bands should be 

kept for the weekends and holidays and not for school. We have a number of children with braids  

containing beads—please can these be removed asap—I frequently see beads hitting other children 

when a child moves their head! 

Hair should be of a natural colour hue and therefore we do not allow brightly dyed hair in school. We 

also do not allow extreme hair cuts and would expect hair cuts to be of a blended style without a  

significant distinction between the length of hair on the top and sides. 

Uniform reminders…. Socks and Shoes 

Polite reminder—girls may wear knee length, ankle socks or tights. Over the knee socks are not part 

of our uniform policy and girls will be asked to change them or roll then down so they are below the 

knee.  

Shoes must be black and sensible for school. 



    BUMBLEBEES  ---  SAMUEL 

LADYBIRDS  ---  MARILYN 

OWLS  —  OTTILIE 

HEDGEHOGS  —  OLIVER.B 

BADGERS  —  ZELINE 

DOLPHINS  —  IVY 

ORCAS  —  SERAH 

STARFISH  —  AXEL 

KINGFISHERS  —  GIUSEPPE 

KESTRELS  —  MABEL 

STARLINGS  —  SAMARA 

 

 

 

 

    BUMBLEBEES — TEDDY 

LADYBIRDS — KESTER 

OWLS  —  ZUZANNA 

HEDGEHOGS  —  POPPY 

BADGERS  —  DOMINIK 

DOLPHINS  —  NELA 

ORCAS  —  RAISA 

STARFISH  —  PHILIP 

KINGFISHERS  —  BELLE 

KESTRELS  —  NIKODEM 

STARLINGS  —  TOMMY 

 

 

Aylin (Starfish) - Super Maths 

Nicola (Starfish) - Super Maths 

Cyprian (Starfish) - Working independently 

Haizal (Ladybirds) - Super drawing and labelling 

PE Days – Autumn Term 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Dolphins yr3.4 
(Mrs Kelly) 

Orcas yr3.4 
(Mr Clark) 

Bumblebees yrR 
(Mrs Miles) 

Kestrels yr5.6 
(Mrs Precious) 

Owls yr1.2 
(Ms Martinez) 

Starfish yr3.4 
(Mrs Hassana) 

  
Ladybirds yrR 

(Miss Longyear) 
Starlings yr5.6 
(Mrs Gosney) 

Hedgehogs yr1.2 
(Mrs Thiba) 

    
Owls yr1.2 

(Ms Martinez) 
Kingfishers yr5.6 
(Miss Dawson) 

Badgers yr1.2 
(Miss Elsom) 

 

Hedgehogs yr2 
(Mrs Thiba) 

Dolphins yr3.4 
(Mrs Kelly) 

Kestrels yr5.6 
(Mrs Precious) 

Badgers yr1.2 
(Miss Elsom) 

Starfish yr3.4 
(Mrs Hassana) 

  

Starlings yr5.6 
(Mrs Gosney) 

  
Orcas yr3.4 
(Mr Clark) 

Kingfishers yr5.6 
(Miss Dawson) 



Attendance 

 

Well done to Hedgehogs &  

Kestrels class for almost 100% 

attendance last week,  

also to Owls, Dolphins & Orcas  

classes for 99% attendance! 

Amazing attendance for  

all classes! 

 

Attendance Expectations 

What YOU must do: 

Try to telephone the school before 8.30am each day of your child’s absence or alert us via the  

Studybugs app. 

Tell the school in advance, of any medical appointments and bring in appointment cards/letters. 

If you are not sure whether your child is well enough to attend school, send them in anyway as they 

often perk up on arrival. 

Have a backup plan for your child’s usual means of transport, call on a family member, neighbour or 

friend. 

If you and your child are experiencing difficulties with school attendance then talk to us as a first step so 

we can help! 

 

What  WE will do: 

Check your child’s attendance every day. 

Phone home to discuss your child’s attendance with you. 

Invite you into school for attendance meetings if we are concerned. 

If we cannot establish a reason for absence, then we may make a welfare home visit. 

In case you don’t know already, we use an  

efficient and secure system for reporting your 

child’s absence due to illness, called Studybugs. 

You can use it to tell us if your child’s ill and  

unable to attend school. If your child has been 

off of school for a few days and we have only 

had contact via the Studybugs app we may still contact your for further information. 



Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday 8th October      Ladybirds Height & Weight Checks 

Wednesday 9th October     Bumblebees Height & Weight Checks 

Thursday 17th October      School Nurse appointments (booking required) 

Wednesday 23rd October     Year R Welcome Liturgy @ 2.30pm 

Thursday 24th October      Harvest Mass @ 2pm 

Friday 25th October      8.45/9am Drop-In/Coffee Morning  

         hosted by Ms Fripp and Mrs Kirk 

Monday 28th October - Friday 1st November  HALF TERM - school closed for all children 

Wednesday 13th  November -     Yr 4 Stubbington Residential 

Friday 15th November  

Thursday 14th November     School Nurse appointments (booking required) 

Monday 25th November     INSET Day - school closed for all children 

Wednesday 4th December     Christmas Fiesta 3.15pm - 4.45pm 

Tuesday 10th December     YrR Nativity @ TBC 

Thursday 12th December     School Nurse appointments (booking required) 

         Yr3-6 Christmas Jumper & Christmas Lunch Day 

         Yr1-2 Nativity @ 2pm-3pm 

Friday 13th December      YrR-2 Christmas Jumper & Christmas Lunch Day 

Wednesday 17th December     Grandparents Tea Party  @ 1.45pm 

Friday 20th December      Yr3-6 Carol Service at 2.15pm 

Monday 23rd December - Friday 3rd January   SCHOOL HOLIDAYS - school closed for all children 

Tuesday 11th February - Friday 14th February  Yr 6 Runways End Residential 

Monday 17th February - Friday 21st February  HALF TERM - school closed for all children 

Monday 24th February      INSET Day - school closed for all children 

Monday 7th April - Monday 21st April   SCHOOL HOLIDAYS - school closed for all children 

Monday 5th May       BANK HOLIDAY - school closed for all children 

Friday 23rd May       INSET Day - school closed for all children 

Monday 26th May - Friday 30th May   HALF TERM - school closed for all children 

Friday 4th July       INSET Day - school closed for all children 

Wednesday 23rd July - Tuesday 2nd September SUMMER HOLIDAYS - school closed for all children 

Parents are warmly  welcomed to join us for Mass and Liturgies. 






